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Dear Cape Wine Masters and members of the public
The month of May kicked off with massive fireworks as it was our annual CWM weekend
which runs for a couple of days every year over this time. The main focus of the weekend
is to introduce the new CWM graduates to the Institute, if indeed there are any. This year
Harry Melck CWM was the 101st and only member to be introduced and welcomed into the
Institute. Congratulations Harry – you are a great asset to the Institute and we’re delighted
to have you with us. (Please read about him in this MasterCopy).
Allow me to briefly take you through the various events that took place and which included
the drinking of some wonderful wines and the savouring of some exquisite meals.
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On the Thursday night we were privy to a special wine tasting at Hartenberg Estate, where
Carl Schultz did not hold back on showing us the best of what the winery has to offer.
Tastings such as these are usually reserved for the “lucky and the fortunate” which we can
most definitely say we were. Carl took us on a journey to each patch of soil, explaining and
showing the impact of the terroir on his wines, whilst also showcasing their vintage
variations. He ended with a vertical tasting, spanning several years, of the Gravel Hill
Shiraz which is in a class of its own, and as demonstrated, made to last.
The next day was Harry’s graduation lunch which was a massive highlight. KWV who is
celebrating 100 years since its inception in 1918 kindly sponsored the lunch. Having only
one CWM graduate did not stop KWV from pulling out all the stops in making this a
grandiose affair. The day started with a rare “Museum Class” wine tasting of KWV’s very
old library stock, presented by chief winemaker Wim Truter. The luncheon that followed
was held in the beautifully and newly renovated Cathedral Cellar in Paarl where Chef
Mynhardt Joubert presented us with a culinary feast. His magic was revealed over a fourcourse meal that was fit for the finest of palates. The food was beautifully styled, and
paired with excellent KWV wines, which included an amazing 1949 Ruby Port (made in the
years before the use of the word ‘Port’ was forbidden). We ended off with wonderful potstill
brandies on the “stoep” of the Laborie Manor House.
After a slightly different approach to our AGM on the Saturday, we celebrated our Black-Tie
Gala Dinner at Overture Restaurant, where Chef Bertus Basson and his team also wowed
us with an exceptional epicurean experience. As is tradition, the food was paired with
‘special’ wines carefully selected and brought to the dinner by those who were in
attendance. Rosa Kruger was the recipient of the annual “ICWM Personality of the Year”
for her work on “The Old Vine Project” (you can listen to an audio interview with Rosa in
this MasterCopy which covers more on this project).
Looking ahead, we have a renewed approach towards what we want to achieve for the
remainder of the year. We are working on some exciting strategic initiatives aimed at
getting the Institute more involved in the wine industry. We will also be hosting tastings and
other activities throughout the year, so keep a look out for those that may be of interest.
I trust you will enjoy this edition of MasterCopy which was also put together by the new
“Editor”, nobody else than Cape Wine Master number 101, Harry Melck!
Best wishes, and keep exploring new wines.
Conrad Louw
Chairperson ICWM
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One new Cape Wine Master graduates in 2018

Conrad Louw (ICWM Chairperson), Harry Melck and Kristina Beuthner (CWA Principal)
This year only one graduate was awarded a Cape Wine Master's certificate by the Cape Wine
Academy and Institute of Cape Wine Masters. The function was sponsored by KWV in
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celebration of its centenary on Friday, 4 May and fittingly held in the majestic KWV Cathedral
Cellar.
Harry Melck, an eighth generation descendant of the well-known Cape wine family, brings the
current number of Cape Wine Masters to attain this qualification since it was first instituted in
1984 to 101! Melck, a chartered accountant by profession, joins a prestigious membership that
includes 12 from overseas and two of the three original Cape Wine Masters - Duimpie Bayly and
Bennie Howard, who together with the late Tony Mossop, were the first to qualify in 1984.
With a career spanning 18 years providing strategic and business transformation advice to
organisations, either as a consultant or as a permanent member of their management teams,
Melck has also diversified overseas and locally with other successful entrepreneurial ventures.
These include co-ownership with fellow South Africans of a London-based chain of steak and
wine café restaurants called Roxie, co-ownership of the Aerovision drone company, running an
informal blog called "Harry's Big Wine Adventure'', and participating in epicurean excursions with
other food-lovers, Stef the Chef and the Urban Hunter Gatherer. Melck now delivers wine
tastings and tours with a difference in partnership with ''Escape+Explore'' and is working on an
online wine platform.
His dissertation was titled ''Strategy, Vision and Business Transformation in the South
African Wine Industry''. It was based on his findings from interviews and in-depth discussions
with some of the prominent players in the wine industry and a broader survey sent to all wine
producers in the country – and it emphasises the need for strategic change and adaptability.
Says Chairperson of the Institute of Cape Wine Masters, Conrad Louw: “Harry has proven that
he is not only academically inclined, but also very practical when it came to his tasting abilities.
He only took four of the possible five years to complete his CWM Programme.“
To read Harry's dissertation, please click here
To view more photos of the Graduation Function, please click here

Wine Personality of the Year Award 2018

Bennie Howard, Duimpie Bayly, Rosa Kruger, Conrad Louw & Jeff Grier
Rosa Kruger, well-known viticulturist, now the driving force behind the Old Vines Project was
designated Wine Personality of the Year. She receives it for her dedication to training in the field
of viticulture and her passion for the old vines in South Africa, a project that she has nurtured
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since 2002.
She believes that it is essential to train the entire workforce in the industry, as by getting close to
the vineyard workers and showing them exactly how to deal with all aspects of viticulture, this
adds quality to the grapes and the wines in turn. Rosa has accumulated extensive experience
working in various vineyards in South Africa, France, Spain, Italy, Argentina and Slovakia.
The award was handed to her at the gala dinner of the Institute on Saturday, 5 May 2018, held at
the award-winning restaurant Overture in Stellenbosch.

Hartenberg Tasting

The impressive single-vineyard Gravel Hill Syrah
On Thursday 3 May 2018, a group of Cape Wine Masters and a couple of members of the
University of Stellenbosch's Wine Society were treated to an unforgettable tasting hosted by star
winemaker Carl Schultz at Hartenberg.
Carl demonstrated why he has become one of the most respected winemakers in South Africa.
His wines are truly world-class! He explained the different soil types found on the Estate, and
how each of these in turn influence the style of the wines made from these different sites.
The highlight of the evening was an eight-wine vertical line-up of the famous Gravel Hill Shiraz.
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Annual General Meeting 2018

Thirty one members attended this year's AGM which was, as usual, held at the Devon Valley
Hotel outside Stellenbosch. The customary Champagne was poured as Chairperson Conrad
Louw opened proceedings.
For the first time ever, a CWM from Gauteng joined the AGM via Skype, and in future we hope to
accommodate more of our members, who cannot make the long journey down to the Cape every
year, in this fashion. The minutes of the meeting, plus all the supporting reports were sent out to
the Masters during May.
The Executive Committee for 2018 / 2019 is:
Conrad Louw - Chairperson
Kristina Beuthner - Vice-chairperson
Tom Blok - Treasurer
Raymond Noppé - Secretary & Communications Officer
Lizette Tolken - Southern Representative
Sandy Harper - Northern Representative

Podcast Series - Rosa Kruger
It is with great excitement that MasterCopy is launching its first of many podcast instalments.
These podcasts are aimed at providing in depth wine industry information through conversations
with some of the most respected wine industry experts out there.

Jacques Steyn CWM

The podcast initiative is the brainchild of Jacques Steyn CWM. His first conversation is with Rosa
Kruger and focuses on the ‘Old Vine Project’. Below is the link to the podcast which was done at
Fairview on the 1st of June 2018:
https://soundcloud.com/user-472259658
Jacques has already started work on his next podcast so be sure to keep a lookout in the next
edition of MasterCopy.
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Bits & Pieces
SA Wine Harvest 2018
2018 harvest has resulted in one of the smallest crops in more than a decade. At 1,2
million tonnes it was on average 15% down on 2017, which is actually a relief as it was
expected to be much smaller. With an expected average recovery of 777 litres the wine
harvest is expected to be 948.3 million litres. This has been as a direct result of the
prolonged drought in the Western Cape which is believed to be the worst in 100 years.
The good news is that the harvest has resulted in some great quality grapes for some
producers. Pests and diseases were very much reduced due to the drier weather and the
smaller berries as a result of the drought resulted in good flavour and colour intensity.
Below is the link from Vinpro with more information on the 2018 harvest, including regional
vintage conditions:
http://www.sawis.co.za/info/download/Media_8May2018_SA_wine_grape_harvest.pdf

A CMW in Team SA
Congratulations to Anton Swarts CWM who, for the third time, was chosen to represent
NederburgTeam SA at the World Blind Tasting Challenge in France in the Lanquedoc on
the 13th of October 2018.

Anton Swarts CWM
To read the full article, please click here: Nederburg TeamSA Announced

And that’s a wrap for this edition. An edition that was very much focussed around the annual
ICWM get together. Being the ‘newbie’ means that the three days of wining and dining, with a bit
of business thrown in, will forever be imprinted on my mind.
I learnt a few things in those days. The first is that even after the intensive learning to get to the
graduation, there is still so much more to learn. The cumulative knowledge of the institute’s
members is astounding. What is even more impressive is the specialisms that individuals within
the group have naturally affiliated with. The wine industry is a broad category and so by having a
group of thought leaders in their specific fields is a powerful concept – especially if you wish to
learn more.
The second thing, which was quite surreal, was that once you enter the institute you are
embraced as if you were part of a big family. There were members who I knew, those who I was
aware of and those I had/have yet to meet. In terms of sharing stories, wine and some delicious
meals I can honestly say that I could not differentiate between the three. So, thanks all for the
welcome – I look forward to continuing the adventure.
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Thank you to everyone who contributed towards this edition - your input and efforts are much
appreciated!
Remember to send any information of your wine-related travels, or wine judging, (especially
those done abroad) to us at info@icwm.co.za. We really want to spread the news, but we
need your contributions. To help us spread the good news even further, please visit our
website,www.icwm.co.za, like our Facebook page, or follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Regards,
Harry Melck CWM
Editor

** Mailchimp design by Raymond Noppé CWM **
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