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Through the Glass Light

Amiable Red

Whilst some wine drinkers recoil
with horror at the thought of a
sweeter red wine, for many peo-
ple this is just the stuff they have
been asking for for years. Cellar
Cask have come to the rescue:
Johannisherger Red is a sister
wine to the Johannisherger Select
white and -is sweetened with
grape reserve for those who wish
to indulge their honeyed in-
stincts. With a whopping 48.5
grams per litre of sugar this de-
cidedly untannic wine, best

WINE

BY SUE BROWN

served chilled, will retail below
the R10.00 mark.

Vinoleque’
Pre-release Offer

The annual sale of specially se-
lected young wines from the
Bergkelder is currently taking
place. When ready for release the
wine can be stored for a further
length of time in the Bergkelder’s
maturation cellars at a cost of
under R1.00 per case per month.
So much cheaper this, than going
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'WINNING WINERY OF ALTO ESTATE, STELLENBOSCH.

through all the hassles of cellar-
ing yourself.

Presently resting in the bar-
rels are seven wines and one
port. Already bottled is a selec-
tion of five different styles of
wine.

Along  with  Cape  Wine
Master, Margaret Fry, wine writer
Geoff Carter and a couple of seri-
ous buyers we put our taste buds
to the lest to assess this year’s
selection:

We kicked off with a 1994
Meerendal Pinotage. The colours
of these reds obviously indicated
intense youth. The nose shows
its recent marriage to the oak
with subtle plum-type fruit show-
ing through. A lightweight now
on the palate, the Bergkelder ex-
pect to release this wine in mid-
1996.

The 1994 Uitkyk Carlonet
Cabernet Sauvignon is also ex-
pected to be released at the same
time. Tt presently exhibits a
spicy, berry nose with good struc-
ture and long berry aftertaste, it
was one of the favourites of the
group assembled.
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Allersverloren’s 1994 Shiraz,
demonstrates what South Africa
can achieve with this varietal
from a warm area. Tt has good
brackish undertones with warm
fruit flavours showing through
and is due for release in mid-

1997.
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(GLASS INSERT IN THE TRONT DOOR OF
ALLESVERLOREN’S MANOR HOUSE.

Early in 1997 the 1993 Alto
Rouge will be ready for release
and with a few more years matu-
ration this soft, fruit cake-
essence wine, with less tautness
than exhibited in earlier vin-



tages, should guarantee some
memorable drinking.

The 1993 Fleur Du Cap
Pinotage, with its warm berry
nose and wood already well inte-
grated, will probably need less
cellaring. Due for release at the
end of 1997, its long berry after-
taste should guarantee satisfac-
tion for aficionado’s of this
varietal.

Two wines though stood out
from this barrel selection line up.
The 1993 Stellenryk Cabernet
Sauvignon, a wonderful cacopho-
ny of spice, wood and fruit on the
nose which followed through on
to the well structured palate, is
due for release early in 1998.

Equally, the 1994 Meerlust is
a totally seductive, opulent wine,
with a greater depth of flavour
than seen in previous vintages.
The usually reserved Master Fry,
enthused over its velvety, lead
pencil character, the release can
be anticipated in mid-1997.

Those wines lying bottled in-
cluded a Middelvlei Cabernet
Sauvignon 1991. This good ex-
ample of warm climate-style, the
group felt, would not benefit from
too long a maturation. The
Bergkelder will only be releasing
this wine though in the year
2000.

The 1992 Le Bonheur Prima
exhibited a kaleidoscope of
essences on the nose, hut is
presently demonstrating  light-
ness on the middle palate. Of the
La Motte Cabernet Sauvignon of
the same vintage, an almost rose-
hip nose was detected, with a
sweetish finish and the scoring
was very diverse on this wine.

The 1993 Fleur de Cap
Merlot, was showing early acces-
sibility and is not destined for
great longevity, but it is a well as-
sembled wine from the varietal.
The 1990 L'Ormarins Cabernet,
reveals a warm berry, meaty nose
with young berry flavours on the
palate. Tannins are severe at pre-
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THAT'S WHAT

JOHN

PLATTER
THINKS OF OUR:

GOUVERNEURS RESERVE 86-89

SHIRAZ 87/89

CHARDONNAY RESERVE 91

MERLOT 90

WEISSER RIESLING 90-93

CHARDONNAY 92

GEWURTZTRAMINER 91-93
NOBLE LATE HARVEST 90-92

You too can be sure of finding some stars in the making
when you visit our cellars.

Open 7 days a week for wine tasting and sales, or
call ws for a special delivery on (021) 794-5128
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sent though but time should soft-
en them out, this wine is not ex-
pected to be released until 1997.

For more information on the
wines and how to obtain them
through your wine merchants,
contact Jacques Vandewalle on
(021) 887-2440. The Berghelder
vinoteque also updates the partici-
panis of the scheme as to the
wine’s maturation progress and
the optimum time for drinking.

Frothing Foulkes

Judging by Oscar Foulkes mete-
oric rise in the wine retail busi-
ness it is time to move the
Porsche out from under cover.
Oscar started off a couple of
years back, selling wine obtained
from a defunct export order, out

of his garage. Now he operates
from larger premises known as
the  Wine  Warehouse in
Woodstock.

His watchword is ‘user-friend-
ly wine’ sold at user friendly
prices. Eclipse, Mystery, Kuthula
and the somewhat questionable
label ‘Blotto’ are among his port-
folio of wines. John Platter even
manages to hiccough a couple of
red arrows amongst the range.

It is however the latest release
of wines which has brought Oscar
Foulkes to prominence in wine
circles. A Cap Classique, the
new acceptable name for
sparkling wine made by the
Champagne method, retails at
less than R10.00 a bottle — quelle
horreur! And, the sparkling OF
Pinot Noir may not be great but

— T

the Chardonnay is definitely
palatable.

The first question which
comes to mind is where does it
come from? Well, the label an-
swers that — resplendent in either
silver or gold foil — Mystery
Reserve Cap Classique is exactly
that, a mystery as to its origins.

Basically Foulkes acquired
the wine already lying on the
yeast from two different sources.
The disgorgement — the removal
of yeast in the bottle, and the
dosage — the addition of sugar to
make the acidic base wine more
palatable — was accomplished in
a building next door to his ware-
house. ~ Wine of  Origin
Woodstock?

We are let in on one mystery:
if it has a silver label then it is a >




1991 Chardonnay, a gold label,
meanwhile is a 91/92 Pinot Noir.

Try doing some sums, the
fixed minimum price of wine as it
was then, the capital investment
tied up in storing the wine, the
tax on sparkling wine and the
cost of the bottles, all this before
Oscar bought the wines. Then
there is the extremely labour-in-
tensive operation of disgorge-
ment, labelling, cork and
closures.

Next, the distribution, not to
mention equipment needed for
the operation, and all this adds
up to under R10.00? I am in-
trigued as to who sold Mr
Foulkes wine at such a bargain
price, in fact approximately
8,000 cases of bargain wine.

Likeable as Oscar Foulkes is,
I have difficulty in believing that
his desire for the population at
large to have access to a quality
sparkling wine at an affordable

price is a totally altruistic exer-

cise. | think we should be told.

A True Wine Friend

The Oxford Companion to Wine
was recently released in South
Africa and is priced at around
R195.00. This means that you
can now throw out all previous
wine reference works, most of
which I fear are outdated and in
some cases blatantly inaccurate.

Edited by the renowned wine
writer, broadcaster and Master of
Wine, Jancis Robinson, she re-
cently added to her list of acco-
lades the title of ‘the wine
writers” wine writer’. This should
be enough to authenticate the
book as a kind of wine bible.

For once South Africa fea-
tures strongly in the edition as
early on as ‘Academe’ where
Stellenbosch University is listed
as an institution of viticultural

KoBus Louw 0F SIMONSVLEI WINERY RECEIVES HIS AWARD FROM
PRESIDENT MANDELA.

and oenoligical importance.

The South African section was
written by John Platter who is
surely the best person in this
country to wrile such a section by
virtue of his holistic understand-
ing of the Cape industry.

His name appears with a
whole host of world-renowned
wine alumni contributing to the
addition. So if there is anything

about wine you want to know
from Abboccato to Wurzer, bend
the plastic and buy — since this is

a truly definitive work on wine.

Simonsvler

Rewarded

By 1992 Simonsvlei Co-operative
had committed itself to becoming

Some works of art

should not only be admired

from afar.

Dimple 15 year old. From the oldest distillers of Scotch Whisky

So fine a taste, every day becomes an excuse to indulge. 4




an aggressive exporter of wines.
In that year 1,5% of the cellars
total turnover was exported, by
1994 35% was exported which
explains why they are the most
recent winery to win the
Presidents Export Award.

Kobus Louw, manager of the
winery is optimistic. He said at
the award ceremony: ‘Our target
for the future is to export 50% of
our total harvest, without limiting
our supply to the local market.
The President’s Export Award is
the right incentive to achieve this
goal”

To show their continued inter-
est in the local market
Simonsvlel have just launched a
new range of wines. Labelled
under the Simonsvlei Reserve
label, three specialised wines of
the 1993 vintage — a Pinotage,
Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon —
are now available.

Wine maker Philip Louw says
he has been influenced by
Australian  wine-making meth-
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ods, ensuring that the wines have
a great deal of accessible fruit
early on. Keep a look out for the
1994 Sauvignon Blanc Reserve
also newly released.

Changes at
Eerstervier

Marius Lategan, previously the
winemaker of the Alphen range
of wines at Gilbeys, has just been
appointed ~ winemaker  at
Eersterivier Cellar. He will be
working in tandem with award
winning  cellar master Manie
Rossouw.

This Co-op, making great in-
roads via Vinifructo into the ex-
port market also has a “flying
winemaker’ from New Zealand to
add international input for this
year’s vintage.

Already  collecting  more
medals than wall space will
allow, it should be worth looking
out for their 1995 vintage.

Bourbon's Buddies
Delight

Bourbon s an  exclusively
American product. Made from a
fermented grain mash which is
distilled in column stills and ma-
tured in charred oak casks.

Recently arrived on the shores
of our country is Thomas Jefferson
straight ~ Bourbon ~ Whiskey.
Jefferson, the man who drafted the
Declaration of Independence in
1776 and later went on to become
the third US president, is regard-
ed as the father of American
Independence. As he was a con-
noisseur of fine wines and liquor,
inventor and independent thinker,
the Castle Wine company import-
ed this brand to tie in with South
Africa’s new found spirit of inde-
pendence.

MARIUS LATEGAN, THE NEW WINE-
MAKER AT EERSTERIVIER CELLARS.
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Twenty One

The Nederburg Auction will be
held on the 8th April, and will be
celebrating its 21st birthday. In
recent years the Auction has
traditionally taken place on the
first weekend in April, and the
organisers are obviously deter-
mined to show the serious nature
of the affair by avoiding the 1st.
Information on the pre-auction
tastings taking place around the
country can be obtained by phon-
ing (021) 808-7911.

Heard on the

(rapevine

Danie de Wet of the Dewetshof
Estate, was awarded the
Winemaker of Year trophy at the
UK 1995 Grapevine Awards.

He was acknowledged for his
dedication to the production of
world class Chardonnays, and his
commitment to good labour prac-
tices. The judges felt he epito-
mised the spirit, warmth and
generosity of the New South
Africa.

Omithologist’s
Delight

Fancy a taste of a Pygmy
Kingfisher? Translated from the
Bottelary Wineries range of wine >

SOTTELARY WYNKELDER
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that would mean a Blanc de Noir
1994 or at least the label on the
bottle would portray a pygmy
kingfisher. There are nine differ-
ent labels all depicting birds en-
demic to South Africa, so if there’s
a bird fancier you fancy, a bottle
of wine — average cost R9.50 —
has to be an acceptable gift.

Club’s Choice

Lievland won the Wine of the
Month Club’s, wine of the year
competition with therr 1992
Lievland DVB, a ‘Bordeaux-
blend’ style of red. A variety of
panels during the past year
heaped honours on the small es-
tate situated between
Stellenbosch and Klapmuts.

Mountain Views

Delaire has just opened up a
limeshare operation for
oenophiles who like to stay in the
heart of the vineyards. Well de-
signed chalets with every luxury,

along with stunning views and
extra incentives such as lunching
at discount prices at their restau-
rant are available. Contact (011)
884-1598 for further information.

Fnthusiasts Selection

Meerlust Rubicon 1987 made the
world’s top twenty wines as listed
by the American publication the
“Wine Enthusiast”. 3,380 Wines

'WINE ENTHUSIASTS CHOICE, GEORGIO
DELLA CIA OF MEERLUST.

were tasted during the course of
1994 with 404 wines scoring on
the 100 point system, 90 or more.
From these wines 77 wines were
selected and Meerlust made the
top 20.

Abundant Sparkles

Louis Cauvin, Cap Classique
Chardonnay 1990 and the Pinot
Noir 1990, were in short supply
at the end of last year but should
now be on stream to brighten up
1995.

Robertson Battles On

Whilst the contention as to
whether to certify or not to certify
the Robertson Co-operative vini-
packs of “wine remains unre-
solved, sales in the first year of
launch have exceeded the mil-
lion litre mark.

If the powers that be were to
allow this handy half litre pack to
be certified, the consumer would
be able to know what grape vari-
etal they were drinking. There is
hope for some enlightened legis-
lation early this year.

Pastis Established

Pernod Ricard, the French liquor
group have finally made a direct
investment in Africa. Working
with the national marketing dis-
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TiM RANDS OF VINIMARK AND DAVID DE MARDT (RIGHT) OF PERNOD RICARD SA.

tribution network of Vinimark,
Mr David de Mardt will head the
Pemod Ricard, South African op-
eration from Stellenbosch. The
portfolio of products now to
sweep the nation in greater vol-
umes is: Bisquit V.S.0.P. Cognac,
Jamesons  Irish Whiskey,
Bushmills and Powers Irish
Whiskey and Irish Velvet; Clan
Campbell whisky and Aberlour
Single Malt whisky for the scotch
lovers and Bourbon enthusiasts
should enjoy easier access to
Wild Turkey.

Hopefully we will also see a
return to fashion of the milky
paslis.

Sinply Sinmpson

When I first started in the wine
business there was this awesome
lady, Sally Simpson. Having got to
know her, I would now describe
her as a warm, generous and slight-
ly scatty, cat lover. Her sense of the
ridiculous comes through in her
latest book The Cape of Good
Cooks, she acts as a catalyst for
humourous  situations she finds
herself in with some of the Cape’s
best-known wine personalities. If
you are looking for straightforward
cook book, forget it. But, if you are
looking for the Cape flavours in
both people and food, I strongly
recommend it; in fact T am hoping
for a sequel. O
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