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W
hen Mario Incisa 
della Rocchetta 
planted the first 
cabernet sauvignon 
and franc vines in 

Castiglioncello, in 1944, on his 
beloved Bolgheri estate, he cer-
tainly never imagined the impact 
his wine would have worldwide. 
The Marchese had been very suc-
cessful, especially with his greatest 
love – horses. Nearco, Ribot, and 
the purebreds of  his Dormello-
Olgiata stable, for over twenty 
years, had dominated the most 
important races in the world, from 
the Derby to the Arc de Triom-
phe. Mario Incisa, who was an 
agronomist and great wine afi-
cionado, also cultivated another 
passion, the dream of  producing 
a few French-style barriques for 
his own consumption and that of  
a few lucky friends. The leap for-
ward came in 1972, when, on the 
advice of  his Antinori cousins, he 
brought a brilliant enologist on 
board. Giacomo Tachis. Tachis 
was already in charge of  produc-
tion on the Antinori estate. He was 
the force behind Tignanello, So-
laia, and other celebrated Italian 
wines, first working with Antinori, 
and later, many others. The first 
enthusiastic review of  Sassicaia 
by Luigi Veronelli in Panorama 
magazine in 1974 was followed 
by awards and prizes, in Italy and 
around the world. 

Sassicaia is a modern classic of  
Italian enology. The prices for old 
vintage years – 1985, for example 
– break records at every interna-
tional auction. Today the winery 
is headed by son Niccolò, who 
gave Sassicaia an entrepreneurial 
makeover, transforming it from a 
family passion to a cult label. More 
than once the wine won over more 
prestigious Bordeaux chateaux 
and other world classics in interna-
tional competitions, just as Ribot 
had done years before. Alongside 
Niccolò is his daughter Priscilla. 
Like her father and grandfather, 
she is in love with this corner of  
Tuscany’s Maremma, which the 
Incisa family has decided to pre-
serve intact as a natural reserve, a 
first in Italy. Year after year, Sas-
sicaia, which has its own denomi-
nazione d’origine as a subzone of  
the Bolgheri DOC, unwaveringly 
maintains its charm, elegance and 
delicious drinkability. Its success 
created a winegrowing zone that 
had not existed before, but where 
today grand cru labels are no lon-
ger a rarity. Bolgheri is the Medi-
terranean alternative to the grand 
crus of  the Médoc. To celebrate its 
own thirtieth anniversary, Gam-
bero Rosso could not have chosen 
a more iconic label to represent 
Italian wine in the world. We de-
cided to do so with a unique event, 
a vertical tasting of  all the vintage 
years, from the first assembled by 

To celebrate Vini d’Italia’s 30th anniversary, 
Gambero Rosso organized vertical tastings of three 
of the most significant wines in Italy: Sassicaia, 
superTuscan of Bolgheri, from 1968 to 2013; Vintage 
Tunina, the Friulano king of modern Italian whites, 
from 1979 to 2014; Berlucchi, sparkling wine from 
Franciacorta, from 1991 to 2008. 
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Giacomo Tachis, the legendary 
1968, to the latest one released, 
2013. Priscilla Incisa della Roc-
chetta and Carlo Paoli, director of  
Sassicaia, shared with us the last 
bottles, for some vintages, of  the 
family reserve. We can definitely 
state that this is an unrepeatable 
vertical tasting.
Alongside Sassicaia we added two 
other wines that wrote the recent 
history of  Italian wine. One, a 
white, is beloved by Italians and 
other wine drinkers around the 
world. Vintage Tunina, produced 
by Silvio Jermann, when it first 
appeared in 1975, made news for 
its expressive finesse, its fresh, rich 
aromas, its seductive and harmo-
nious elegance. It is an extraordi-
nary label from a zone perfectly 
suited for winegrowing, Friuli’s 
Collio. Silvio’s intuition, although 
he had just graduated from enolo-
gy school, launched a new chapter 
for white wine in Italy. A blend of  
chardonnay and sauvignon blanc 
grapes, with small amounts of  ri-
bolla gialla, malvasia and picolit 
to underline its territoriality, Vin-
tage Tunina is by now the arche-
type that inspired all successive 
generations of  white wine pro-
ducers, Friulano and not. It has 
been an extraordinarily enjoyable 
wine since its first release, but this 
twenty-year vertical tasting, div-
ing back to 1979, was astonishing. 
Who would believe that a great 
white wine could be so long-lived? 
Today the wine dedicated by Sil-
vio Jermann to Tunina (nickname 
for Antonia), the one-time propri-
etor of  that vineyard, the poorest 
of  Casanova’s lovers and a servant 
girl in Venice, is sealed with a new 
type of  closure now proving to be 
better than cork at preserving the 
wine’s magic. Tasting of  samples 
of  the same vintage year with dif-
ferent sealing methods proved the 
point. 



The 13 big guns 
of world wine
wriTing

MONICA LARNER. 
Robert Parker - 
The Wine Advocate
KERIN O’ KEEFE. 
Wine Enthusiast
SERENA SUTCLIFFE. 
Sotheby’s - Master of   Wine
DMITRY FEDOTOV. 
Supervision board of  the 
Union of  winegrowers and 
winemakers of  Russia 
WINIFRED BOWMAN. 
Cape Wine Master - 
Platter Wine Guide
ANDREAS LARSSON. 
Best Sommelier 
of  the World 2007 -  
World of  Fine Wine
MADELEINE 
STENWRETH. 
Master of  Wine – 
Prime Wine Group
THIERRY DESSAUVE. 
Guide Des Vins de France 
Bettane + Dessauve
TOMASZ PRANGE-
BARCZYNSKI. 
Wino Magazyn
VERONIKA CRECELIUS. 
Weinrwirtschaft
JANE ANSON. Decanter - 
Writer of  the Year 
per International Wine 
Writers’ Award 2016
MARCELO COPELLO. 
Baco Media

In 1961, another young enologist, 
Franco Ziliani, together with his 
friend Guido Berlucchi, turned out 
the first round of  3,000 metodo 
classic bottles in Borgonato di Cor-
tefranca. That gave birth to Francia-
corta, a territory that today boasts 
more than 110 quality wineries. 
With over 16 million bottles annu-
ally, it is the most important metodo 
classic spumante district in Italy. To-
day Franco Ziliani leads an extraor-
dinarily successful winery, releasing 
annually four and a half  million 
bottles of  Franciacorta and control-
ling 550 hectares of  vineyard, both 
estate-owned and belonging to lo-
cal growers. Alongside him are his 
three children, Cristina, Arturo and 
Paolo, responsible, respectively, for 
communication, production, and 
marketing. The second generation 
has made changes in Guido Berluc-
chi. They launched the Berlucchi ʼ61 
and Palazzo Lana Riserva lines, but 
above all they totally restructured the 

vineyards and winemaking facilities 
with the objective of  absolute qual-
ity and sustainability. The history of  
the estate was told by Franco and Ar-
turo Ziliani through twelve of  their 
most representative wines, covering 
a twenty-year period, from 1988 to 
the latest excellent cuvée of  Palazzo 
Lana Brut Extrême, the 2008.  
Three great wines, the fruit of  the 
brilliant intuition of  three great men 
of  wine. They created something 
that didn’t exist before, manag-
ing to read, with amazing sensitiv-
ity, the potential of  their land and 
the demands of  a new era. Today 
these three outstanding wine fami-
lies represent Italy on the interna-
tional scene. They continue to offer, 
vintage after vintage, wines of  ex-
traordinary quality. The Vini d’Italia 
guide has reached an important mo-
ment, thirty years of  life and distri-
bution on a world stage, thanks also 
to these wonderful companions on 
the journey. 

L’EVENTO
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2013 100/100
A fantastic wine, right from 
its nose, with fresh, crisp 
notes of  red and black 
fruit – currants, blackber-
ries, blueberries – hints of  
sweet spices, tobacco and 
leather, menthol sensations 
of  extraordinary elegance. 
The palate is already beau-
tiful, even though young, 
with imperceptible wood, 
perfectly mature tannins, 
state-of-the-art acidity and 
a long, long finish, deep 
and penetrating, unending. 
A masterpiece. 

2012 90/100
A very intense nose, but 
at the same time not very 
expressive in terms of  mul-
tiple facets and chiaroscuro 
tones. Wood plays a crucial 

role, with balsamic notes 
suggesting paint. Fruity 
notes offer sensations of  
plum jam. In the mouth, 
besides wood, which here, 
too, is excessively pres-
ent, vegetal sensations are 
the most evident. Tannin 
doesn’t seem perfectly ma-
ture and presents a finish 
that is a bit too dry. Time 
will help.

2011 95/100
Initially, a note of  alcohol 
stands out, but after a few 
seconds in the glass, fresh 
and refined notes of  fruit 
– strawberry and currant 
– take over, along with a 
vibrant vegetal and earthy 
note. The palate is very 
lively and full of  charac-
ter, fine and elegant. Alco-

hol again makes itself  felt, 
but it is balanced by good 
acidity and mature, smooth 
tannins. A very convincing 
finish. 

2010 92/100
The wine shows the effects 
of  the vintage year, one of  
insistent rain. On the nose, 
fruit already shows signs of  
maturity, with notes of  plum 
jam, tomato, sweet spices, 
hints of  aromatic herbs, to-
bacco and chocolate. The 
palate predictably offers a 
solid dose of  acidity, but the 
tannins are not truly ma-
ture, and the finish contracts 
on green notes and some 
astringency that brakes its 
progression. Still, it is one of  
the best 2010 bottles tasted 
from the denomination.

2009 95/100
The nose initially seems 
focused on vegetal notes 
of  bell peppers, brambles 
and cooked herbs, but then 
opens on very ripe fruity 
notes of  berries, cinnamon 
and cloves. The palate is 
intense and round, creamy 
and dense. Despite its con-
centration, it maintains a 
high level of  acidity. Tan-
nins, though, curl up a little 
on the close.

2008 98/100
The nose is already very 
complex and multi-faceted 
with evolved notes of  cof-
fee beans and damp earth. 
But the fruity aspect is also 
present, with fresh sensa-
tions of  dark berries, then 
dried flowers, roses and 
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lilac. The palate is poetic 
in its balance and harmo-
ny. Structure and length, 
roundness and softness are 
all there, as is a lashing of  
acidity, maintained to the 
end, in a long and graceful 
finish.

2007 90/100
An inexpressive nose, ethe-
real, a little elusive, with 
tenuous sensations of  to-
bacco, autumn woods, 
notes of  blood. The pal-
ate is somewhat small, al-
though pleasant, very im-
mediate, defined by acidity, 
with tannins a little drying 
and slightly bitter. 

2006 (magnum) 
93/100
An uncharacteristic nose, 
compared to the dark and 
deep winery style. Notes of  
grilled meat, dark berries, 
mentholated nuances and 
soot. A palate of  great struc-
ture and power. Dense, tight 
tannins. The finish is wider 
than it is long. In some way 
it resembles a very young 
1985. Time will tell…

2005 95/100
A vintage year that time 

has ignored: it offers the 
same sensory profile as 
when it was released. Fresh 
and agile on the nose with 
notes of  red fruit, flowers, 
aromatic herbs. Fine and 
elegant, seductive, truly 
enthralling, like a sympho-
ny. Dry but mature, with 
extraordinary acidity that 
renders the finish infinite. . 

2004 91/100
A wine that delivers more 
than the nose leads you to 
expect. A certain maturity 
and openness of  its olfac-
tory notes, with sensations 
of  cherry jam, tobacco and 
leather corresponding to a 
vital palate with great char-
acter. The finish is not espe-
cially long, but is certainly 
fresh and energetic. 

2003 89/100
Overall, a wine on its way 
down, as you might expect 
from a year that was not 
balanced, and was marked 
by a torrid summer. The 
nose is intense and hot, not 
very complex, with notes of  
roast meat, autumn leaves, 
jam. The palate is both 
voluminous and elusive, 
caused by a probable excess 

of  alcohol and tannins still 
rough today.

2002 90/100
Today, like ten years ago, 
this wine surprisingly re-
sembles a Pinot Noir. Notes 
of  berries, raspberry and 
wild strawberry, pencil 
lead, medicinal herbs. The 
palate is light and elusive, 
certainly not substantial 
and structured, but it dis-
plays the usual class and el-
egance. It isn’t a wine with 
more room to grow. But it’s 
here right now, authorita-
tively. 

2001 98/100
A muscular and struc-
tured vintage, but Sassicaia 
doesn’t lose the elegance 
and agility that has always 
distinguished it. The nose 
is initially closed and de-
cidedly reduced, requiring 
a few minutes to display 
its notes of  tobacco and 
soot, currants and juniper 
berries. The palate is rich 
and powerful, dense and 
harmonious, with mature 
and integrated acidity and 
tannins that lengthen and 
refine the finish. Severe and 
fascinating.



2000 93/100
A wine slightly on the down 
swing with its notes of  dried 
leaves, sweet tobacco, and 
damp soil, but also fresh, 
with sensations of  Mediter-
ranean herbs and licorice. 
Tannins, conditioned also 
by a slight touch of  Brett, 
are slightly dry, but a final 
lashing of  acidity puts the 
wine into a perfect mood.

1999 95/100
Another vintage of  struc-
ture and intensity, with 
the nose initially not per-
fectly focused and reduc-
tion notes evident. Little 
by little they leave room 
for sensations of  ripe black 
and red berries – currants 
and blackberries – for bal-
samic and citrus notes, and 
for hints of  pencil lead and 
rare steak, in a continuous 
play of  chiaroscuro. The 
palate is majestic, display-
ing volume and breadth 
without ever being heavy 
and monotonous. Tannins 
and acidity are mature and 
perfectly blended. The fin-
ish is infinite and still has a 
great deal to say. 

1998 100/100
The refinement and clas-
sicism of  this wine are dif-
ficult to render in words. 
Mediterranean scrub, ber-
ries, candied orange peel, 
chocolate and tobacco, 
spices and dried flowers: 
there’s every sensation you 
could imagine in a great 
Sassicaia. It has reached 
adulthood, and it shows, 
but it hasn’t lost freshness 
and vitality. It is round 
and sinuous, with velvety 
tannins and the extraordi-
nary acidity of  aristocratic 
wines. Simply, a master-
piece.

1997 90/100
A vintage year that in some 
way is difficult to decipher. 
From a year that overall 
was one of  the hottest of  
the 1990s you wouldn’t 
have expected a wine de-
fined mostly by green sen-
sations – bell pepper and 
grass. Some hints of  red 
fruit, then mint, spices, and 
an unusual note of  celery. 
The palate is substantial, 
not over-elegant, defined 
by slightly aggressive tan-
nin that is perhaps not per-
fectly mature. 

1996 95/100
An amazing wine, complex 
and multi-faceted, that re-
gales us with sophisticated 
sensations of  black truffles, 
olives in tapenade, orange 
zest, smoke, cacao and bar-
ley sugar, then fresh sensa-
tions of  strawberries and 
medicinal herbs. Tannins 
are very slightly severe, but 
acidity and sapidity are 
overwhelming in this wine, 
and give it a sort of  second 
youth. A true surprise.

1995 90/100
A cool year that yielded 
a multi-faceted Sassicaia.  
Along with the green and 
immature notes typical of  
the vintage year, come a 
parade of  fruity sensations, 
ranging from currants to 
marasca cherries, aromas 
of  dried herbs, gentian and 
root, dried leaves and pipe 
tobacco. On the palate, the 
alcoholic component domi-
nates in a surprising way, 
which tends to impover-
ish the finish, rendering it 
divided and not very pen-
etrating. 

1994 88/100
A wine that certainly 
lacks some backbone and 
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breadth, predictably, given 
a vintage year that was 
not exactly propitious. It 
has something shaded and 
melancholy about it, with 
green sensations braided 
with currants and marasca 
cherries, mint and licorice. 
The palate is streamlined 
and slim, the tannin a little 
aggressive and slightly bit-
ter. 

1993 88/100
A wine grasping its acidity. 
Sensations of  blood, grass, 
notes of  plum jam, then a 
palate that is a bit narrow, 
in which atypical notes of  
wood emerge, in a minor 
vintage year that doesn’t 
manage to express itself. 
Acidity offers a vital sensa-
tion, but on its own, it isn’t 
enough to render the finish 
truly lasting.

1992 86/100
More convincing in the 
mouth than on the nose, 
where an evolved vegetal 

component prevails, lack-
ing freshness and com-
plexity. But on the palate 
it is more available, fairly 
harmonious, little defined 
in terms of  length and ten-
sion. 

1991 85/100
The passage of  time is 
evident in this vintage. 
Evolved notes of  tar pre-
vail, transformed soon after 
in the glass into tamarind, 
plum jam, and tobacco, 
with a nuance that re-
sembles broth cubes and 
cooked greens. The palate 
too lacks complexity and 
length. It is soft but also 
elusive midway, with a split 
due to alcohol not com-
pletely masked by structure.

1990 90/100
Intense and open on the 
nose as well as the palate, 
but not at all disappointing 
and with a great deal still to 
say.  Fruity notes of  black-
berry in the background 

braid together with spicy 
tones, offering a very effec-
tive sweet/intense sensa-
tion, not cloying at all. The 
palate is lively and volumi-
nous, lacking just a little 
presence in the center due 
to excessive alcohol. But 
considering the very warm 
vintage year of  this wine, it 
is a sort of  miracle. 

1989 90/100
An extraordinary wine…if  
drunk quickly. The vintage 
years shows that it doesn’t 
stand up well to oxygen-
ation in the glass. Given 
this fact: dried flowers, sa-
chet, berries, cinnamon, 
cardamom, black truffles, 
then a harmonious pal-
ate even if  not enormous. 
Long, streamlined, with vi-
brant acidity. 

1988 98/100
Extremely fascinating and 
complex on both nose and 
palate. A dominant fruity 
sensation of  currants and 

blueberries followed by a 
seductive but not immature 
vegetal note, then tobacco 
and tar, pencil lead and for-
est floor. The palate is fine 
and well-defined, not over-
whelming, but with great 
tannic elegance. An inter-
minable finish that is some-
how noble, aristocratic. 

1987 85/100
Certainly evolved, with 
sensations of  quinine and 
tamarind, maintaining its 
dignity thanks to pipe to-
bacco and dried herbs. 
Not an explosive nose, but 
with a certain refinement. 
The palate is harmonious, 
although not holding the 
cards of  a world champion. 

1986 90/100
There is a magic moment 
that speaks of  red fruit, 
fresh and crisp, of  roast 
peppers and dried flowers. 
Then oxygen brings reality 
back, and speaks of  a wine 
thirty years old, and turns 
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to notes of  juniper berries 
and tamarind, of  forest 
floor and mushrooms. The 
palate is rigid, narrow and 
sharp, whole and austere. 

1985 99/100
We were waiting for this 
one, the vintage year that 
made Sassicaia famous 
around the world. It didn’t 
let us down. The vintage 
year was a warm one, as 
the alcohol, still percep-
tible, reminds us. But all 
together, it is blackberry 
and tobacco, soot and pen-
cil lead, forest floor and 
leather, and a masterful 
choice of  wood, because 
little by little, in the glass, 
sweet spices appear that 
give a Middle Eastern fla-
vor to this timeless wine. 
The palate displays power 
and harmony, and despite 
a certain alcoholic dilution 
in the center mouth, acidi-
ty directs the orchestra and 
renders the finish fascinat-
ing and interminable. 

1984 84/100
The vintage year wasn’t 
among the best, and the 
wine has difficulty stand-
ing up to the test of  time. 
The garnet color speaks of  
some evolution, confirmed 
on the nose, with its notes 
of  quinine and cooked 
greens. The palate is small, 
narrow and dry, with a bit-
terish finish.

1983 87/100
An aging wine, with pride. 
Notes of  tar, coffee and 
chocolate, mint and leath-
er lead into an agile palate 
with smooth tannins and 
vital savory acidity.

1982 97/100
A nose full of  chiaroscuro 
effects, with truly amazing 
youthful sensations. Cur-
rants and cherries, dried 
flowers, juniper and mint, 
with a markedly fresh veg-
etal background of  bell 
pepper and medicinal 

herbs. The palate is not 
disappointing, defined by 
dense, mature tannins, 
integrated and harmoni-
ous, and by balanced acid-
ity that brings equilibrium 
and length to the finish.

1981 87/100
Defined above all by veg-
etal sensations that in some 
way lead to an idea of  im-
maturity in the fruit. The 
palate also presents rigid 
sensations, with tannin still 
very astringent and acidity 
assertive, not fully covered 
by the fullness of  the fruit. 

1980 89/100
Soft and consoling, the 
1980 is a wine without 
sharp edges or rigid-
ity. Ripe fruit on the nose, 
plum and cherry jam, joins 
juniper, bay leaf, orange 
zest and chocolate, while 
the well-structured palate 
flows velvety and harmo-
nious, without hardness. 
Twilight, with class. 

1978 89/100
The 1978 seems the an-
tithesis of  the 1980. Fresh 
and rigid, this wine is de-
fined by its harder compo-
nents. On the nose, cam-
phor against an animal 
background, with notes 
of  dried herbs, mint, tar-
ragon, hay and carob. A 
vital palate, narrow and 
long, a little frigid, but it 
doesn’t seem to fear time. 

1977 91/100
Without a doubt, a won-
derful surprise. Already on 
the nose, it resembles and 
old, fascinating Claret: to-
bacco, forest floor, dried 
leaves against a general 
ethereal sensation and a 
vague hint of  fruit. The 
palate is surprising for its 
harmony and tannic deli-
cacy, its glittering acid-
ity, even if  the finish is 
not very long and lacks a 
pinch of  structure. 
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1975 90/100
A point score that takes 
into account the age of  this 
wine. The sensations that 
evolution brings with it are 
all there: jam and tobacco, 
cigar box and dried leaves, 
leather and mushrooms, 
but overall, the wine holds 
together, on the palate as 
well, where tannin has held 
up very well without falling 
into the bitterness of  oxida-
tion, and acidity sustains 
with great dignity. 

1968 95/100
Italy won the European 
finals against Yugoslavia. 
The Beatles conquered 
10th place in the Rolling 
Stones Best 500 list with 
their ninth album, White 
Album. The Rolling Stones 
answered with Beggars 
Banquet. Sassicaia pro-
duced the first vintage re-
leased of  its Cabernet Sau-
vignon. After 48 years, it 
still has a great deal to say. 
It begins with an amalgam 
of  cacao and pipe tobacco, 
followed by, without signs 
of  weakening, red fruit, 
dried herbs, truffles, lico-
rice, wet leaves and sweet 
spices. The palate has back-
bone and tension, amazing 
grip and touching, emo-
tional ups and downs, as 
exhilarating as a long night 
of  love. 
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